October 4, 2015

The October Word

The Rector’s Corner

Holy
Communion:
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8:00 am and
10:30 am*
&

I love being an Episcopalian! And I get a little… offended when people bash “religion” or say, “I’m Spiritual but not religious.”To me, that is like saying I’m a
human being, but not a person.
I realize that when people repudiate religion they are
repudiating dogmatic codes and prescribed formulae
that too often end up being used to determine if someone is “one of us” or “not one of us.”
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Bible Study for
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Sundays

In that sense, Jesus would have been “spiritual but not
religious,” because the Gospels tell us that over and
over again he opposed codes that separated rich from
poor, slave from free, native from foreigner, and he especially opposed any institution or rule that separated
people from God.
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But Jesus was always going to Synagogues. Yes, he did
go out “in nature” from time to time, and he went into
private gardens to pray and have quiet time with God.
Yes, he did hang out with friends (disciples) and talk
theology. But he also regularly brought people together
to worship and learn about God. Tradition tells us that
the first Eucharist—the first Communion was in the
upper room “on the night in which he was betrayed.”
But, way before that night in Jerusalem, each Gospel
tells us that Jesus fed bread to 5000 (plus) people.
(Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John
6:1-15) John explicitly presents this story as the moment that Jesus instituted the communion celebration.
The Gospels are also careful to leave out any descriptions of the people in the crowds. I think it is very important that we know nothing about those people.
Continued on the next page

Were they Jews or Gentiles? Were they artisans or farmers, merchants
or landowners? Were they Palestinian or Roman or Greek or Syrian?
All we know is that they were people. Just people coming together to
learn and worship.
I love being an Episcopalian because the heart of our identity is worship. Ok, Baptism and worship. Ok, Baptism and worship and coffee
hour. We do follow a creed—the Nicene Creed, written in the 4th Century. Our “dogma” is 1,700 years old, but we say it not as a declaration
of individual belief, we say it in order to outline the core beliefs that are
important to our community, to the whole community of believers including those who are alive now, and those who have lived before us
stretching back over the past 1,700 years. We do not say it as a litmus
test for who is “in” and who is “out.” In fact, on any given Sunday each
person in a congregation will find something in the Creed that they are
not quite sure about. And that is ok! It is ok because worship is not
about us, it is about God. When we come together to worship, we are
showing up for God. When we come together after worship at coffee
hour, we are showing up for each other. That is why I love being an
Episcopalian: because our relationships, not dogma, bind us together;
our relationship with God and our relationships with each other are
more important to this particular community of believers (the Episcopal
Church) than any particular point of dogma.
At Baptism we are adopted into the community of faith. During worship we come together to celebrate and renew our relationship with God
at God’s table. At coffee hour we come together to celebrate and renew
our relationships with each other.
I love being an Episcopalian because
coming together in the Name of God
is more important than what name
you use for God, and showing up for
God is more important than what
rules you follow. “We are one Body
because we share one Bread and one
Cup.”

SUNDAY MORNINGS and Beyond
From Judaism to Christianity
The Adult Class is exploring the Jewish roots of Christianity and what the
faiths have in common and how they
differ. Jesus was a Jew and practiced
the Jewish faith. Many of his teachings related to issues that were the
subject of much debate and disagreement within Judaism at the time of Jesus’s ministry. The study focuses on
how Jewish beliefs during the First
Century may have impacted Jesus’
teachings and the subsequent formation of the “core” beliefs and doctrines of Christianity. As a part of the
study, we are discussing commonalities and differences between Christian and Jewish beliefs regarding sac-

Programs for Youth!

This fall we will have at
least 2 youth attending the
Senior High Retreat at
Shrinemont in November,
and we hope to start a bible study with our youth in
October.

Bishop Susan is Coming!
Mark you calendars for
January 10th @ 10:30 am!

The Sunday School
Sunday School resumes
September 13!
Olivet’s Sunday School is starting back up on September 13
at 9:15 am in the large classroom on the third floor. Per
Diocesan regulations, we need
to have a second adult present
in the classroom each Sunday.
Please email Therese Chaplin
at tchaplin@verizon.net to volunteer for a Sunday or two this
year.
Children new to Olivet are welcome to join our Sunday School
at any time during the school
year. We follow a curriculum
based on the lectionary readings for a Sunday. Outlines of
the material can be found at:
http://
episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/
lessons/, and we enhance this
material with skits, games,
arts and crafts plus an outreach project. Last year we
raised funds for Heifer International.

SERVERS FOR OCTOBER

SERVERS FOR OCTOBER

4 OCTOBER
25 OCTOBER
8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

KEVILN CHAPLIN

8AM SERVICE

LECTOR

REBECCA HASTINGS

LEM/ACOLYTE

JEFF UNDERWOOD

USHER/GREETER

ROBERT HASTINGS

LECTOR

LISA SOKOL

USHER/GREETER

ROBERT HASTINGS

1030 SERVICE
LEM/

1030 SERVICE

ACOLYTE

KEVIN CHAPLIN

LEM/

SCOTT CAULKINS

LECTOR

SCOTT CAULKINS

ACOLYTE

USHER/GREETER

MAURICE BROWN

LECTOR

JOHN SANDERSON

COFFEE PREP

ANN CAULKINS

USHER/GREETER

JOHN SANDERSON

TELLERS

JIM WALTON/MAURICE BROWN

COFFEE PREP

ANN CAULKINS

TELLERS

DIANE SPITTLE/JIM WALTON

11 OCTOBER

8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

LECTOR

SUSAN PRESS

USHER/GREETER

JEFFERSON UNDERWOOD

ALTAR GUILD FOR
OCTOBER

1030 SERVICE
LEM/

THERESE CHAPLIN

ACOLYTE

Oct 4: Ann Caulkins
Oct: 11: Barbara Gay

LECTOR

PAT PATTERSON

USHER/GREETER

MAURICE BROWN

Oct 18: Susan Press

COFFEE PREP

JANE & PAT PATTERSON

Oct 25: Valerie Carney

TELLERS

MAURICE BROWN & JEFFERSON UN
DERWOOD

18 OCTOBER

8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

LECTOR

SUSAN PRESS

USHER/GREETER

ROBERT HASTINGS

1030 SERVICE
LEM

JEFFERSON UNDERWOOD

ACOLYTE

TARA WHIPKEY

LECTOR

BARBARA GAY

USHER/GREETER

WHIPKEY FAMILY

COFFEE PREP

BARBARA GAY

TELLERS

DIANE SPITTLE/JEFF UNDERWOOD

PLEASE NOTE:
If you are unable to fulfill your obligation on
the scheduled date, please secure your own
substitute. This is especially important for
tellers.

OLIVET NEWS!
Christian Bible Study Group for Seniors in the Springfield, VA
area.
We are looking for men and women over 50 years of age with various
backgrounds, who are interested in respectful, in depth discussion of Bible
passages. The last meeting of the Senior Bible Study was held on March
8th, 2015 at my home and was an enjoyable and enriching discussion
about the topic: “Body, Soul and Spirit.” The last meeting of this group
was held on Sunday, June 7th, 2015 at 1:00p.m., Larry Stark’s home at
8509 Lakinhurst Lane, Springfield, Va 22152. The topic was
“Communicating with God thru Jesus and building a relationship with him
to achieve salvation.” Participants are asked to spend several weeks in research and thought on this topic and bring their notes to the meeting. Future meetings are projected for September 6th and December 6th, all at
1:00pm. If you have any questions or would like to Join, please call
703-569-5576 or email Lgoldschmidt3dw@cox.net

Prayer Chain and
Prayer Shawls
Olivet has an active group of people
who will pray regularly for special
intentions of the Olivet family and
friends. Have a need we can pray
for? Please send an email to
prayers@olivetepiscopalchurch.org
or call 703-969-7159 and leave a
message. Also at Olivet, we have a
group of crocheters and knitters
who make prayer shawls to be
handed out to those who are in
need of comfort. If you know someone who would like to receive a
prayer shawl, please contact Rev’d
Jeanie at olivetrector@verizon.net.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
For a Fellowship Committee to work with us on upcoming events. There are
may different jobs you can
assist with. We need volunteers to set-up, cleanup, decorate and coordinate. If you are interested in helping with any
of the above tasks, please
contact Diane Spittle at
703-360-7462 or
stchrgirl@yahoo.com.

SANTA’S HELPERS NEEDED
50 stockings for Koinonia’s Christmas Wishes Program,
are being sewn by Mable Sanderson. The Outreach & Missions committee needs your help to fill them. Financial donations can be offered any time during the month of October by check with the notation “stocking stuffers” or cash
in an envelope with the same notation on the outside. Offerings can be placed in the collection plate. Stuffers will be purchased by Diane Spittle. Your help will be
needed to stuff the stockings on the first Sunday in Advent. Questions? contact Diane Spittle:
stchrgirl@yahoo.com or 703-360-7462.

Although the fall season has just
begun, it's not too early to begin
thinking about holiday giving.
As we have in previous years,
we will be filling Thanksgiving
baskets for Koinonia. Since Olivet members donated more than
enough to fill six baskets last
year, we will sign up to do seven
this year. Later this month, we
will post a sign-up sheet for you
to indicate which items you
would like to donate for the baskets.
Thank you for your generosity to
our neighbors in need.

Sign up to receive
emails from Olivet
Episcopal Church
Olivet sends out emails
about once a week with
news of services and
events at Olivet, as well
as major events in the
Diocese of Virginia. If you
want to stay informed,
please sign up to receive
this email service, known
as “Constant Contact”.
You can go to the Olivet
website at
www.olivetepiscopalchurc
h.org and find the signup
box in the middle of the
page. Please contact
Therese Chaplin at tchaplin@verizon.net if you
have questions.

Sharing the Gift of Music
A couple of weeks ago, I found myself trudging across the Olivet lawn with my purse, my
computer bag, a lunch bag, and a big bag of
music. I put the various bags in my car,
which, at various times resembles a music
store what with all the music I carry back and
forth from home to church to the homes of my private students and
back to home or church again. I realized with a smile that I have
turned into Mrs. Chiochios.
Mrs. Chiochois was the music director in the parish where I grew up.
She directed the adult and children's choirs, She was in charge of
finding and training cantors, she planned music for each Sunday and
every holiday. She also had a private studio of piano and voice students whom she taught in her home. And she drove a big, old, white
Cadillac that was packed to the gills with bags of music.
I loved Mrs. Chiochios. I started singing in the children's choir as
soon as I was eligible – in the third grade. I continued in the choirs
all the way through high school. I cantored, and as her protege, I
even started playing piano during services. She was a mentor in so
many ways, and I learned things from her that I didn't learn from
any of the other many musicians in my life. Many teachers instructed me in how to perform music. Mrs. Chiochios taught me how
to minister through music.
I can't presume that I'll ever have the impact that Mrs. Chiochios
had on me. However, like she did for me, I can strive to serve Olivet
by helping us all to worship through music. St. Thomas Aquinas was
said to have told us that singing is like praying twice. I think of this
when I find myself caught up in song. I think of this when I hear my
father (the most tone deaf man you'll ever meet) belting out his favorite hymn, “We Gather Together.” I think of this when I hear a
group of children gleefully singing with no inhibitions whatsoever.
Continued on next page...

I hope that many of you are willing to give your time
and energies to our youth and adult bell choirs and to
our special Christmas chorus. And even if these aren't
things you're able to commit to right now, I invite you to
commit to “praying twice” at our services. Sing with
reckless abandon. Right or wrong notes don't matter
nearly as much as having the right energy and intent
when you sing them. And Mrs. Chiochios always said,
“If you're gonna make a mistake, then make it loud and
proud!”
Mrs. Chiochios died a couple of years ago. I like to think
that she's with me as I do my job here, helping to guide
me in my ministry. I also hope that I am
able to convey a bit of her wisdom and spirit to each of
you through what I do.

Blessings,
Libby Wiebel
Interim Music Minister

Christmas in October!
Join us for bell choir rehearsals in the undercroft
Sundays after the 10:30 am service
As we prepare music for Christmas Eve
We will meet for 45 minutes every week so that
if you have to miss one rehearsal, you can make
it up the next week

SAVE THE DATE!!!
A liturgy marking the beginning of BishopMichael Curry’s ministry as presiding bishop
and primate will be celebrated Nov. 1, All
Saints Day at Washington National Cathedral.

One Step
Closer!
Olivet has been
approved for our
construction loan.
While we already
have most of the
funds we need to
build the elevator,
Olivet’s Vestry applied for a loan
from the Diocese of
Virginia to cover
any shortfall or unexpected costs
that always come
up during construction projects.
While we hope and
pray that we do not
need to rely these
funds, it is good to
know that we are
prepared for the
unexpected!

OPERATION ELEVATOR
PRAYER
Most gracious God, you have
blessed us with the land and buildings
which we use as a parish family in worship, fellowship, study and in service to
our community. Guide us, we pray, as
we endeavor, through our elevator project, to make Olivet Church a safe, convenient and more accessible place for
all.
Grant, we beseech thee, the spirit
of wisdom, foresight and justice to the
government officials who review our
plans and issue permits. May the architects, engineers, builders and all
who are a part of this project labor in
safety and well-being. Open the eyes
and hearts of our Clergy, Vestry and
church family to your presence, and
help us to make wise decisions and to
take right actions as we seek to bring
this project to a successful completion.

Outreach & Mission Committee Upcoming Events
- Blessings in a Backpack will resume soon, date TBD, and Olivet will
assist in packing on the every two weeks schedule that worked so well
last year.
- O&M would like to hold another Sak Saum sale in October since their
products are lovely and the proceeds benefit women who are trying to rebuild their lives after being victims of human trafficking. We need someone to facilitate this one-time event which Therese Chaplin says is simple
and straight forward. Would you like to help?
= Olivet will once again donate Thanksgiving Baskets to Koinonia - 7
baskets this year. Details will follow in October. If you would like to
help with this program, contact Barbara Gay at bgay@leadingage.org
- Olivet will again provide 50 filled Christmas Stockings to Koinonia. Red & Green stockings are being sewn right now by Mabel Sanderson and Diane Spittle and will be filled in Advent. Keep on the look out
for red and green stockings which will be available following services
where you can put your donations towards purchasing the stocking
stuffer items. If you'd like to help contact Diane at stchrgirl@yahoo.com
Koinonia's

Christmas Wishes program will be here before we know
it. Therese Chaplin and the Sunday School will organize this event.
Olivet is working with area churches to host a Koinonia Food & Funfest, Oct. 3 from 10-4. Proceeds will benefit the many wonderful services
that Koinonia provides to Olivet's neighbors. Olivet will help with the
Cake Walk, Guess the Number game, moon bounce monitoring, and bake
sale donations. Help is needed before the event and on that date. You
don't want to miss the fun, so contact Rebecca Hastings, rrhastings123@gmail.com
if you'd like to help!


Summer Food Pilot Program - 2 Franconia Elementary School families whose children participate in Blessings in a Backpack signed up and
each received two bags of grocery items during the 11 weeks of summer
break. The families expressed their deep appreciation to Olivet for the
food and one family even baked banana bread for the volunteers distributing the food! O&M plans to expand the program in 2016. Please let us
know if you'd like to help.

O&M would like your feedback regarding the proposed list of 2nd Sunday
Outreach recipients listed below for the 2016-2017 cycle. The organizations
listed were chosen from a survey you completed in 2014. If you have a suggestion for a different group you would like to see benefit from Olivet's generosity, please contact Ann Caulkins - acaulkins75@gmail.com or 571-2788925.

PROPOSED
Second Sunday Outreach Beneficiaries
2016-2017
2016
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
2017
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
Shelter)
September
October
November
December

Blessings in a Backpack
New Hope Housing
Rector's Choice
Episcopal Relief & Development
Summer Food Program
Rector's Choice
Carpenter's Shelter
UCM
Rector's Choice
Food for Others
Koinonia
Rector's Choice

Boys' Home, Covington, VA
Jackson Feild Homes for Girls
Rector's Choice
Summer Food Program
Koinonia
Rector's Choice
Episcopal Relief & Development
Doorways for Women & Families (Domestic Violence
Rector's Choice
SOME (So Others Might Eat)
Blessings in a Backpack
Rector's Choice

Get in touch with us…
Our Interim Rector:
Rev. Jeanie 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetrector@verizon.net.
Our Parish Administrator:
Rita 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetadmin@verizon.net
Vestry Member of the Month: Barbara Gay 703-971-4733
Prayer Chain Requests should be placed with Therese Chaplin at 703-969-7159
or prayers@olivetepiscopalchurch.org

www.olivetepiscopalchurch.org

