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Trolling the internet is rarely a good thing, but now and then the
Holy Spirit moves my cursor and directs me to a particular site
or insight. As Olivet’s Search Committee sinks deeply into the
work of identifying the Mission of Olivet, and of discerning
what characteristics in a priest would be a good fit for this faith
community, I came across the following request that was posted
on a Presbyterian church’s website in 2012 when they were in
the search process. It is one of the best “search prayers” I have
come across and so I invite you to incorporate these requests into your own daily prayers…
Prayer Request from the [Parish Search Committee]
Below are the specific requests given by our [Parish Search
Committee]. We hope this will serve as a guide for you as you
pray for the team, the search process, and for God's blessing in
finding a new pastor.
Pray for us by name, as members of your search [committee.]
Pray for patience. Commit to waiting for God’s timing.
Pray that your search committee will have the mind of
Christ and agree. Much of the process is subjective. Personal opinions and preferences are involved. In challenging the Philippians about unity, Paul pointed them to the
example of Jesus (Philippians 2:1-12). We desire the attitude of Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:5). We do not want to
bring our own agendas to this work, we seek the mind of
Christ.
Pray for wisdom to choose the right person. Pray for the
renewing of our minds so that we will have godly wisdom.
Pray that each member of our PSC will spend regular time
in [Scripture]. “Do not conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds. So that you
may discern the will of God–what is good and acceptable
and perfect." (Romans 12:2, NRSV)

Pray for discipline as a search committee and as individuals. The
search process will require a great deal of follow through on the
parts of individuals. It will also require we stay with our agenda
during meetings.
Pray for the people in our church
Pray for patience. The search process can go on longer than expected. It is hard for people doing the work. It is also difficult for
those who must wait without knowing exactly what is going on. Pray
that the people [of Olivet] would trust the leadership as the process
takes place.
Pray that our people would not react
to a previous pastor. Some churches
struggle with wanting a pastor who is
like their old one (they had a good experience). Other churches want someone who is just the opposite.
(Adapted from Eastminster Presbyterian
Church, Wichita, Kansas)
Another resource I came across is from The Episcopal Church. In an article for Search Committees, Verna Dozier, a Lay Teacher and Evangelist,
asks 3 questions that I think are foundational to the search process. I
would like to invite each member of Olivet to pray through these questions during the remaining weeks of Lent:
How do I see myself/this parish as a part of the people of God?
What is the peculiar mission of our parish?
What do we need to accomplish that mission?

On my office door, you will find a green sticky-note pad. If you would
like to share your thoughts on these questions, please feel free to jot them
down and stick them on my door.
Grace and Peace,
Jeanie+

SERVERS FOR MARCH

24 MARCH
7:30p MAUNDY THURSDAY

6 MARCH

LEM/ACOLYTE

THERESE CHAPLIN

8AM SERVICE

LECTOR

BARBARA GAY

LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

USHER/GREETER MAURICE BROWN

LECTOR

SUSAN PRESS

25 MARCH

USHER/GREETER

JEFF UNDERWOOD

1030 SERVICE

7:30P GOOD FRIDAY
LEM/ACOLYTE

KEVIN CHAPLIN
SCOTT CAULKINS

LEM/ACOLYTE

KEVIN CHAPLIN

LECTOR

LECTOR

BARBARA GAY

USHER/GREETER JEFF UNDERWOOD

USHER/GREETER MAURICE BROWN

27 MARCH--EASTER

COFFEE PREP

BARBARA GAY

8AM SERVICE

TELLERS

JIM WALTON/

LEM/ACOLYTE

JEFF UNDERWOOD

MAURICE BROWN

LECTOR

REBECCA HASTINGS

13 MARCH

USHER/GREETER ROBERT HASTINGS

8AM SERVICE

1030 SERVICE

LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

LEM/ACOLYTE

SCOTT CAULKINS

LECTOR

LISA SOKOL

LECTOR

BARBARAGAY

USHER/GREETER JEFFERSON UNDERWOOD

USHER/GREETER JOHN SANDERSON

1030 SERVICE

COFFEE PREP

LEM

THERESE CHAPLIN

ACOLYTE

TARA WHIPKEY

LECTOR

SCOTT CAULKINS

USHER/GREETER WHIPKEY FAMILY
COFFEE PREP
TELLERS

ANN CAULKINS
MAURICE BROWN/
JEFFERSON UNDERWOOD

20 MARCH
8AM SERVICE

LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

LECTOR

SUSAN PRESS

USHER/GREETER JEFFUNDER
1030 SERVICE
LEM/ ACOLYTE

SCOTT CAULKINS

LECTOR

JOHN SANDERSON

USHER/GREETER JOHN SANDERSON
COFFEE PREP

BARBARA GAY

TELLERS

JIM WALTON/
JEFF UNDERWOOD

ANN CAULKINS

TELLERS

DIANESPITTLE/
JIM WALTON
ALTAR GUILD FOR
MARCH/APRIL

6 March: Susan Press
13 March: Valerie Carney
20 March (Palm Sunday): Barbara
Gay
27 March (Easter): Ann Caulkins
3 April: Susan Press
10 April: June Gotowicki
17 April: Ann Caulkins
24 April: Valerie Carney
PLEASE NOTE:
If you are unable to fulfill your obligation on
the scheduled date, please secure your own
substitute. This is especially important for
tellers.

Calendar of Events
March
05: Annual Council

20: Palm Sunday. 8:00am and 10:30am
23: Wednesday in Holy Week.
12pm Noon Service will repeat
Palm Sunday liturgy.

24: Maundy Thursday: 7:30pm
Holy Eucharist and Maundy Thursday
Liturgy
27: Easter Sunday: 8:00am abbreviated
Vigil Service, 10:30am Festival Eucharist.

SUNDAY MORNINGS and Beyond
Adult Ed
Lenten Adult Study: Spirituality and Racial
Justice
Spirituality and Racial Justice is a video series by
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. In it, he provides
spiritual responses to racial injustice at both the
personal and societal levels. This group discussion
will leave you feeling empowered, knowing it is
possible to transcend the stubborn and oppressive
social force that is racism. Simpson Room, Sundays, 9:15 -10:15 am, Feb 28, March 6, 20, and
April 3rd.
The Sunday
School
Olivet’s Sunday
School meets at
9:15 am in the
large classroom
on the third
floor.

LENTEN BOOK CLUB
Join us as we choose a book to
read as part of our Lenten Journey
at Olivet Episcopal Church. After
we have selected a title, we will
read and then meet to discuss our
findings during Holy Week. Keep
an eye out for book title and meet
date! All are invited!

OLIVET NEWS!
56.5 lbs of Food was
donated to Koinonia for the month of
February!

Prayer Chain
Ministry
Members pray for the
needs of Olivet and the
surrounding community on a regular
basis.
Prayer requests are
normally sent to the
group via email, but if
you don't have internet access, don't let
that stop you from
joining the prayer
chain. We would love
to have new members! The only requirement is a commitment to pray regularly for those on the
prayer list. For more
information, please
contact Therese at
703-969-7159.

You’re invited!
Episcopal churches on our area (Region 6) have invited us
to join their potluck dinners
and Wednesday evening Lenten presentations. Inspired by
the work of Rev. Dr. Walter
Brueggemann, the talks center
on the Old Testament Prophets. Each hosting church will
provide the potluck dinner
Wednesdays from 6:30
pm - 8:30 pm:
Feb 24, All Saints Sharon Chapel, 3421
Franconia Rd, Alexandria
March 2, Church of the
Spirit, 5775 Barclay
Dr., Alexandria
March 9, St. Marks,
6744 South Kings
Hwy, Alexandria

OLIVET NEWS!
Second Sunday Outreach, Rector’s Choice – Pieces of
Hope. This is a home-grown outreach ministry created by
Olivet member, Emily Gurdon. Pieces of Hope provides
care packages for children who are being relocated either due
to homelessness or domestic violence. The care packages
provide reassurance and let kids know that people care.
Prayer Shawls and Prayer Chain at Olivet

An Olivet hand-made shawl was delivered to an elderly Korean restaurant owner in Philadelphia who
had been beaten by robbers and left with damaged
shoulder and occipital bones. Known in her westside Philadelphia community as “Mom,” she also
was greatly dispirited by the trauma. Olivet members sent a shawl and a hand-written note to tell her
she was in our prayers and that the accompanying
white shawl could encase her in love when she
needs a sense of warmth, safety, and love. “Mom”
brightened immediately and has since been greeting
restaurant patrons with higher spirits and a smile.
Now that is Olivet Outreach! Thank you to______
___________ and to ______________.
Do you know someone going through a difficult time and could use the comfort of a prayer shawl? Please contact Rev’d Jeanie
at olivetrector@verizon.net.

Lenten Music For Listening and Meditation
When you think of Lent, I’m sure that “great music” isn’t the first thing that comes to mine. There are beautiful
pieces out there, though, especially if if you listen to and
meditate on the lyrics. I’ve collected a few of my favorite pieces on the music ministry website, and I’m hoping
that they will inspire you as we move through this holy

season. To listen, visit:
https://olivetepiscopalmusic.wordpress.com/2016/02/25/lenten-music-forlistening-and-meditation/

COFFEE HOUR SERVERS/
CONTRIBUTERS NEEDED!
As you know, we have a coffee hour every Sunday after the 1030 service. We currently have
only 2 volunteers to provide snacks. A sign up
sheet will be on the table in the Simpson room
if you would like to contribute
snacks. Questions can be directed to Diane
Spittle at stchrgirl@yahoo.com.

Good Friday Offering

On Good Friday, Episcopal churches are asked to dedicate their loose
offering to the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, supporting Christians
and Christianity in the Holy Land. The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, a diocese of the worldwide Anglican Communion, includes five
countries: Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine and Israel. It is part of
the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. Twenty-seven parishes minister to the needs of their communities. The Diocesan Cathedral, St. George the Martyr, is located in East Jerusalem.
The Diocese lives the Gospel in the place where it was written
through the work of 33 institutions. These schools, hospitals, clinics,
vocational training programs as well as institutions for the mentally
and physically disabled and the elderly serve their neighbors of all religious, ethnic and economic backgrounds, welcoming all in the spirit
of reconciliation.
Please go to aefdj.org (American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of
Jerusalem) to learn more about their work and ministry.

THE GIVING DOORS OF LENT
Looking for some ideas for Lent? Check out the doors in the
Main Office building for Ideas and Suggestions! This is our
way of giving to the Olivet community. Feel free to take one
or as many as you like during this time of Lent. Care to share
or pass on an idea for Lent, the office doors are a great place
to share, all are welcome to participate!

Lenten Sacrifices
Everyone, it seems gives up something
for Lent. My usual thing is to give up
chocolate or meat. Somehow, this year,
that didn’t seem right. So I decided
that I would give up making snide remarks about people (You know, those
things you say that everyone knows
you don’t mean; they are supposed to
be funny, but somehow they also
sting), and strive to give a genuine
complement to everyone I meet for the
first time. I just wish I hadn’t chosen
an election year to do it. The current crop of candidates just
seems to invite a snarky remark or two; so it’s been really, really
hard. It’s a lot harder than saying no to chocolate.
To be truthful, except for one slip when my brother came to visit, I’ve been very good about not being snarky to people I see
face to face. What I still am working very hard on is trying not
to emulate the late night comics when I discuss the current Presidential candidates; oh, face it, talking about politicians in general, but I am working very, very hard to keep quiet when I have
nothing nice to say about them.

Suggested “Uplifting” Songs (Playlist?) for the Elevator Program
Here are Olivet member suggestions to date:
You Raise Me Up
Lift High the Cross
The Church’s One Foundation
He Will Raise You Up
Rise Up for Jesus
Your Love Has Lifted Me Higher
Grace Alone
Love Lifted Me
Go Down, Moses
Lift Every Voice and Sing
Higher Love
Rise Up Ye Saints of God

OPERATION
ELEVATOR PRAYER
Heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the land and buildings that we use as a parish family in worship, fellowship,
study, and in service to our community. We thank you, most
gracious God that the construction phase of our elevator project has begun. We ask that you watch over, bless and protect
all who are working together to complete this endeavor. May
they labor in safety and well-being. Please keep everyone
who comes to Olivet mindful of risks and obstacles and safe
from physical harm. Fill all who worship and work here with
an abundance of patience and flexibility as issues and challenges arise. We thank you for your presence and guidance as
we seek to bring this project to a successful completion. We
most humbly ask these things in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. A men.

Koinonia Pantry Needs
Eggs

Coffee

Milk

Flour

Dried

Beans

Mayonnaise

Cooking Oil

Dried Beans
Mr. Clean,
Dishwasher

Comet,
Etc.
Detergent

Hot Dogs

Fresh Fruit/Vegetables
Dollar Tree and Grocery Store Gift Cards
Tips for Healthy Food Donations
• Limit foods high in fat and sugar • Consider making half your donation in fruits
and vegetables (canned, frozen or fresh) •
Look for foods with low or reduced sodium
Koinonia Foundation United Way #8283 and CFC #19446

Get in touch with us…
Our Interim Rector:
Rev. Jeanie 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetrector@verizon.net.

Our Parish Administrator:
Rita 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetadmin@verizon.net

Vestry Member of the Month: Barbara
Gay 703-971-4733
Prayer Chain Requests should be placed
with Therese Chaplin at 703-969-7159 or
prayers@olivetepiscopalchurch.org

www.olivetepiscopalchurch.org

