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The November Word

The Rector’s Corner

Holy
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Sundays
8:00 am and
10:30 am*
&
Wednesdays
at Noon
Bible Study for
Children and
Adults
Sundays
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*9:30 am
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When there is a
fifth
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10:00am –2:00
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Mondays,
Wednesdays and
Fridays

All Saints Day, like the Episcopal Burial Liturgy is
not meant to be a depressing day of mourning and
dwelling on loss. Instead it is a day set aside to remind
us that Christians are first and foremost an Easter
People. It is a day to celebrate those who have gone before us, and have joined that “great cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1) who are made perfect in Jesus.
We look to them as examples of what it means to be in
right relationship with God.
Saints are not just those heroic people commemorated with Icons and special Feast Days. The Book of
Common Prayer tells us that the “communion of saints
is the whole family of God, the living and the
dead...bound together in Christ ....” (BCP. pg. 862)
My Grandfather is now part of that “great cloud of
witnesses” and I remember him not only on All Saints
Day, but at all sorts of odd moments throughout the
year. I remember him with gratitude not with sadness.
I am grateful for the inheritance he passed along to me.
It was not a financial legacy, but one of far greater
value, a “pearl of great price.” He taught me what it is
to be in relationship with Jesus, and he gave me an enduring love of scripture. Before I learned to read, he
read the Bible to me and talked about what the stories
meant. I feel close to him whenever I study scripture,
and I study scripture, in part, as a way of living up to
the example he set for me.
That does not mean I read scriptures trough the
same lenses as my grandfather. Were he alive, we
would most likely have fierce arguments about what
this passage or that passage is saying. But I know that
he is pleased that I study, that I ask questions and that
I never stop trying to understand more.
Continued on the next page

As we celebrate the Feast of All Saints I invite you to give thanks for
the saints in your lives. What gifts did they give you? What are the
ways you use those gifts and bring them forward into your own context?
The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews asks us to consider the
faith of those that have gone before and to use their example to give us
strength and “perseverance to run the race that is set before us.” We
each have our own paths to follow,
but we cannot go it alone. On All
Saints day let us rejoice and be glad
that we have “so great a cloud of witness” cheering for us, and inspiring
us not to loose heart but to always
trust that Jesus will be there for us
and with us.

Prayer Shawls and Prayer Chain at Olivet

The Prayer Shawl Ministry at Olivet recently delivered a prayer
shawl to Josephine Tucker, mother of former parishioner Trish
Stiles. The family lost Philip Tucker, Josephine's husband, to
cancer. Mrs. Tucker sent a thank you note to Olivet saying, "it
is so very special to have it when I feel chilly to remember my
loving husband."
Do you know someone going through a difficult time and could
use the comfort of a prayer shawl? Please contact Rev’d Jeanie
at olivetrector@verizon.net.
Olivet has an active group of people who will pray regularly for
special intentions of the Olivet family and friends. Have a need
we can pray for? Please send an email to
prayers@olivetepiscopalchurch.org or call 703-969-7159 and
leave a message.

SERVERS FOR NOVEMBER

SERVERS FOR NOVEMBER

1 NOVEMBER
22 NOVEMBER

8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

8AM SERVICE

LECTOR

SUSAN PRESS

LEM/ACOLYTE

JEFF UNDERWOOD

USHER/GREETER

SUSAN PRESS

LECTOR

SUSAN PRESS

USHER/GREETER

ROBERT HASTINGS

1030 SERVICE
LEM/

1030 SERVICE

ACOLYTE

KEVIN CHAPLIN

LEM/

SCOTT CAULKINS

LECTOR

SCOTT CAULKINS

ACOLYTE

USHER/GREETER

MAURICE BROWN

LECTOR

JOHN SANDERSON

COFFEE PREP

ANN CAULKINS

USHER/GREETER

JOHN SANDERSON

TELLERS

JIM WALTON/MAURICE BROWN

COFFEE PREP

BARBARA GAY

TELLERS

DIANE SPITTLE/JIM WALTON

8 NOVEMBER
29 NOVEMBER – COMBINED SERVICE

8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

930 SERVICE

LECTOR

LISA SOKOL

LEM/

USHER/GREETER

JEFF UNDERWOOD

ACOLYTE

1030 SERVICE
LEM/

SCOTT CAULKINS

ACOLYTE
LECTOR

BARRBARA GAY

USHER/GREETER

MAURICE BROWN

COFFEE PREP

BARBARA GAY

TELLERS

MAURICE BROWN / JEFF UNDER
WOOD

SCOTT CAULKINS

LECTOR

JOHN SANDERSON

USHER/GREETER

JOHN SANDERSON

COFFEE PREP

DIANE SPITTLE

TELLERS

DIANE SPITTLE/MAURICE
BROWN

ALTAR GUILD FOR
15 NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

BARBARA LEIGH

LECTOR

REBECCA HASTINGS

USHER/GREETER

ROBERT HASTINGS

1030 SERVICE
LEM

SCOTT CAULKINS

ACOLYTE

TARA WHIPKEY

LECTOR

BARBARA GAY

USHER/GREETER

WHIPKEY FAMILY

COFFEE PREP

ANN CAULKINS

TELLERS

DIANE SPITTLE/JIM WALTON

PLEASE NOTE:
If you are unable to fulfill your obligation on
the scheduled date, please secure your own
substitute. This is especially important for
tellers.

SUNDAY MORNINGS and Beyond
From Judaism to Christianity
The Adult Class is exploring the Jewish
roots of Christianity and what the faiths
have in common and how they differ.
Jesus was a Jew and practiced the Jewish faith. Many of his teachings related
to issues that were the subject of much
debate and disagreement within Judaism at the time of Jesus’s ministry. The
study focuses on how Jewish beliefs
during the First Century may have impacted Jesus’ teachings and the subsequent formation of the “core” beliefs
and doctrines of Christianity. As a part
of the study, we are discussing commonalities and differences between
Christian and Jewish beliefs regarding
sacrifice, resurrection, atonement, grace
and other issues. Please join us! We
meet at 9:15 each Sunday in the Simpson Room.

Programs for Youth!

This fall we will have at least
2 youth attending the Senior
High Retreat at Shrinemont
in November, and we hope to
start a bible study with our
youth in October.

Bishop Susan is
Coming!
Mark you calendars for
January 10th @ 10:30

The Sunday School
Olivet’s Sunday School
meets at 9:15 am in the
large classroom on the third
floor. Per Diocesan regulations, we need to have a second adult present in the
classroom each Sunday.
Please email Therese Chaplin at tchaplin@verizon.net
to volunteer for a Sunday or
two this year.
Children new to Olivet are
welcome to join our Sunday
School at any time during
the school year. We follow a
curriculum based on the lectionary readings for a Sunday. Outlines of the material can be found at: http://
episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/
lessons/, and we enhance
this material with skits,
games, arts and crafts plus
an outreach project. Last
year we raised funds for
Heifer International.

Koinonia Pantry Needs
November 2015
Eggs

Coffee

Milk

Flour

Dried

Beans

Mayonnaise

Cooking Oil

Dried Beans
Mr. Clean,
Dishwasher

Comet,
Etc.
Detergent

Hot Dogs
Fresh Fruit/Vegetables
Dollar Tree and Grocery Store Gift Cards
Tips for Healthy Food Donations
• Limit foods high in fat and sugar • Consider making half your donation in fruits
and vegetables (canned, frozen or fresh) •
Look for foods with low or reduced sodium
Koinonia Foundation United Way #8283 and CFC #19446

OLIVET NEWS!
59.5 lbs of Food was donated to Koinonia for the
month of October!

CRECHES
AT THE
CATHEDRAL
An Olivet Field
Trip is being
planned during the
Christmas Holiday
season to visit the Cathedral's exhibit of
creches from all
over the world and
then go eat in Chinatown. Please contact
Therese Chaplin at
tchaplin@verizon.net
if you have suggestions for a restaurant.

CONSTRUCTIVE
CHRISTMAS??
Fellowship after services
and for upcoming
events like the Bishop’s
Visit and Annual Meeting will be challenging
once construction begins. Please contact
Diane Spittle and let her
know what events you
will be able to help with.
We need decorations, set
-up, food preparation,
and cleanup assistance.
You can reach Diane at
703-360-7462 or
stchrgirl@yahoo.com.

SANTA’S HELPERS NEEDED
50 stockings for Koinonia’s Christmas Wishes Program, are being sewn by Mable Sanderson. The
Outreach & Missions committee needs your help to
fill them. Financial donations can be offered any
time during the month of October by check with the
notation “stocking stuffers” or cash in an envelope
with the same notation on the outside. Offerings
can be placed in the collection plate. Stuffers will
be purchased by Diane Spittle. Your help will be
needed to stuff the stockings on the first Sunday in
December. Please note: we moved the date from
the Sunday after Thanksgiving (which is the First
Sunday in Advent. Questions?
contact Diane Spittle:
stchrgirl@yahoo.com or 703-360-7462.

Tired of Feeling “Out of the Loop?”
Make sure you are signed up for Olivet’s Constant Contact e-mail list! Olivet sends out emails
about once a week with news of services and events
at Olivet, as well as major events in the Diocese of
Virginia. If you want to stay informed, signing up
easy. Just go to the Olivet webpage,
www.olivetepiscopalchurch.org, and find the signup
box in the middle of the page.
Questiona? Contact Therese Chaplin: tchaplin@verizon.net . She will be happy to help!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!
There's frost now on the pumpkin, so it's time to start
planning our Thanksgiving baskets for Koinonia. We will
fill a total of seven baskets. Koinonia provides a
"shopping list" of items that each basket is to contain,
from the traditional vegetables, stuffing and cranberry
sauce to other items to carry families through the days
after the holiday. Koinonia is not set up to handle a lot
of perishable food, so we cannot give turkeys, but a
gift card will be part of each basket. Sign-up sheets will
be posted in the Simpson Room beginning on October
25 so you can let us know what items you would like to
contribute. We will start collecting your items on November 15 and all contributions will have to be in by
November 22, as the baskets are to be delivered to
Koinonia on the 23rd.

Olivet will be participating in Koinonia's Christmas
Wishes program, which provides Christmas gifts to client
families being served by Koinonia. The Sunday School
will have a Christmas tree set up in the Simpson Room
on Sunday, November 29, which is the first Sunday of
Advent. You are invited to take a tag or two off the tree,
and bring back a gift from the list of suggested items on
each tag. Please bring the gifts back to Olivet unwrapped. Donations of wrapping supplies (giftwrap,
tape, ribbons) are also appreciated. Gifts are due back
to Olivet by Sunday, December 13, or you can drop them
off at the Koinonia office during the week.

“A Little Treasure”... right here in
the chapel
Those of you who attended the 10:30 service
on October 25 got to meet George Payne.
Mr. Payne is an organ specialist who I
called in to evaluate the organ in the chapel
so we could start making some decisions about its future. His
schedule is extremely busy, but when I told him that we had
an old tracker organ, he definitely wanted to come and take a
look.
He spent about two hours with the organ, playing it, taking
notes for himself, checking all of the keys and stops and pedals, muttering to himself, and even climbing up on a ladder
into the workings of the organ to investigate the pipes. After
he was done, he spun around on the bench and talked to me
and Rev. Jeanie for no less than an hour. He said, “You have
a real little treasure here – a Victorian Era tracker organ.”
When asked if it was worth repairing, he responded with an
emphatic, “YES!”
The organ is manufactured by George Kilgen & Son in St.
Louis and specifically built by his son Charles Kilgen. It was
in a church in Florida at one point, moved to a private home,
and then moved to our chapel. This information, plus the
number of stops on the organ, the number of pedals on the
pedal-board, the model of the electric blower, and the fact
that the organ was at one point hand-pumped, date the instrument to the 1890's or very early 1900's.
There are definitely some repairs to be made before it's reliably playable. But the good news is that these are mostly repairs that come with age – no damage was done in any of the
instrument's moves or by the varying heat and humidity

conditions in the chapel. Any repairs that we would do to
make the instrument playable would be steps closer to doing a full restoration of the organ. If in the future we did
choose to fully restore it, it would possibly be a candidate
for the Historical Registry of Organs.
I am not a skilled organist, but lately, I've had the itch to
learn. I was thrilled to be told so much about the chapel
organ by someone who was clearly an expert. There is obviously a lot more to discuss about what we want to do,
and sometime in the next couple of months we'll have a
write-up with his recommendations and cost estimates.
His shop is so busy they can't even give us a date as to
when they'd be able to work on it yet. But until then, I
plan on working on my own organ skills so that when the
time comes, I'll really be able to play our instrument... our
“little treasure.”
Blessings,
Libby Wiebel
Interim Music Minister

Christmas in October!
Join us for bell choir rehearsals in the undercroft
Sundays after the 10:30 am service
As we prepare music for Christmas Eve
We will meet for 45 minutes every week so that if you
have to miss one rehearsal, you can make it up the next
week

HOORAY!!
Fairfax County has approved the Site Plan
for our Elevator. This has been the largest hurdle for us to clear. Next is the building permit.
The contractor does not expect any major roadblocks to getting this issued in the coming weeks.
Thanks be to God!
Next Steps!
It is time to begin
clearing out the
areas of the building that will be
affected by
construction.
If you are unable to
be here for the Parish Work Day on
Nov. 7th, please let
Rev. Jeanie or Scott
Caulkins know
when you might be
available to donate
a few hours.
The music office,
Choir loft and
Kitchen all need to
be cleared out.
We have to decide
what items we
should keep and
where we should
store them.

OPERATION ELEVATOR
PRAYER
Most gracious God, you have
blessed us with the land and buildings
which we use as a parish family in worship, fellowship, study and in service to
our community. Guide us, we pray, as
we endeavor, through our elevator project, to make Olivet Church a safe, convenient and more accessible place for
all.
Grant, we beseech thee, the spirit
of wisdom, foresight and justice to the
government officials who review our
plans and issue permits. May the architects, engineers, builders and all
who are a part of this project labor in
safety and well-being. Open the eyes
and hearts of our Clergy, Vestry and
church family to your presence, and
help us to make wise decisions and to
take right actions as we seek to bring
this project to a successful completion.

Acolyte Festival 2015
at the Washington
National Cathedral
Acolytes from Olivet recently attended the annual Acolyte Festival
at the Washington National Cathedral on Saturday, October 10. Present along with Rev'd Jeanie were
Hannah Arleth, Therese Chaplin,
Barbara Leigh, Patricia Matyas,
Jeff Underwood, Charlotte Whipkey
and Tara Whipkey.
It was a truly wonderful and exciting place to be, and our acolytes
were asked to comment on their experiences. Here are some of their
responses:
Tara Whipkey says it was " definitely very meaningful to see people
from around the country come together to celebrate our faith together."
From: Patricia Matyas: I really enjoyed the acolyte festival. I've never
been in such a big group of Christians , especially ones my age. It
was really fun to because I got to
learn how to use a thurifer too.
From Barbara Leigh: Have
you ever belonged to an organization and participated in that organization at the chapter or club level?
Perhaps once a year or even maybe
every five years or so, you might get
the opportunity to interact at the
national level of that organization.
And having that opportunity really
puts into perspective for you the
meaning of what you do or accomplish on the chapter level.

So when you assemble at the
national level and begin to look
around, all you can say is “Wow,
look at us!”
Well, an experience like that
is akin to what it is like for me
when I attend the Acolyte Festival
at the National Cathedral. I have to
thank Rev. Jeanie for getting Olivet
on board in attending this extremely meaningful and impressive
yearly occasion
As we processed in, young
people and their sponsors were
vested and respectfully strode behind their various parishes’ representative banners, and some groups
manipulated the colorful, airy
streamers that represent the Holy
Spirit.
Part of the “wow factor” for
me, is coming to realize that as an
acolyte and LEM, I am blessed to
serve in these capacities. But added
to that realization is seeing so many
churches coming together in celebration of our faith and worship
practices. It was an opportunity to
actualize the wonderful feeling and
knowledge that we are a part of a
larger and inclusive community
who worship and serve, who teach
and mentor and model for our
young people. For me, this realization gives added value to what we
do here at Olivet. If you have not
had the opportunity to attend the
National Cathedral for a service or
a tour, or to attend the Acolyte Festival as a member of the congregation, you owe yourself that gift.
Pictures from the Acolyte Festival
can be found at the Olivet website: go to
www.olivetepiscopalchurch.org and look
under the News Room.

Blessings in a Backpack
Hunger Doesn’t Take Weekends Off
What Do They Do?
Blessings in a Backpack mobilizes communities, individuals and resources to provide food on the weekends for elementary school children across America who might otherwise go hungry.

Why Do They Do It?
There are 20+ million children in this country who are at risk of
hunger. The consequences of hunger are much more than a growling
stomach. Poor nutrition can result in a weaker immune system, increased hospitalization, lower IQ, shorter attention spans, and lower
academic achievement. Children are fed during the school week by
federal government programs, but we want to make sure they’re getting nutritional meals over the weekend, too.
Blessings in a Backpack is currently feeding over 78,000 children
800 schools in 45 U.S. states and the District of Columbia. The program is a hybrid of private sector funding and public partnership
carried out in schools. We are feeding the future of America, one
school at a time.

What do We Do?
Olivet houses and assists in packing bags every two weeks. The next
date for participating is November 11, 2015. Just a reminder, if you
are interested in sponsoring one child for a school-year’s worth of nutritious food, it costs $100 feeds one child on the weekends for one 38
week school year through the Blessings in a Backpack program. The
Results: Nourished Kids Ready to Learn.
Food is an essential building block, and in this case truly is a blessing, especially to a hungry child! Donations are very much appreciated and can be given to Olivet with a notation that the funds are for
Blessings in a Backpack.

November 8th Is Outreach Sunday
This month our 2nd Sunday Guests will be from ALIVE:
ALIVE!( ALexandrians In Volved Ecumenically) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization of volunteers from over 40 religious congregations and the community working together to help those in need in Alexandria, Virginia.

About ALIVE!
Founded in 1969, ALIVE! is the largest private safety net for the
needy in the city of Alexandria, addressing short-term to long-term
needs for those less fortunate in the community. ALIVE! serves
thousands Alexandrians annually with shelter; low-cost early childhood education and childcare; financial help for rent, utilities,
medical care and other critical needs; emergency food; and deliveries of donated furniture and house wares.

ALIVE's Vision and Mission
To alleviate the suffering caused by poverty and to dramatically improve the lives of those in need in the city of Alexandria.
Through faith and love, to help people faced with emergency situations or long-term needs become capable of assuming self-reliant
roles in the community.
***
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"
Isaiah 6:8 (NIV)

Calendar of Events
November
1: All Saints Sunday & Blessings in a Backpack.
At the Washington National Cathedral: the Installation
of The Most Reverend Michael Bruce Curry as XXVII Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church
7: parish Workday 9am to Noon
8: Veteran’s Day Service & Guest Preacher:
Amanda Isaac/ALIVE!
8 & 10:30 am and 9:15
22:- Koinonia Thanksgiving
Basket Ingathering
20-27: Jeanie out of town. Ann Ritchie will supply on the
22nd and Wednesday the 25th’s thanksgiving noon service.
29: Combined Service 1st Advent
9:30 am

December
6: Christmas Stockings following the service.
24: Christmas Eve Services in the Chapel.
7:00 pm Main Parish Service
11:00 pm Quiet Midnight Service
25: Christmas Day service
10:00 am

January
3: Celebrate Epiphany
10: Bishop Susan at 10:30am service
31st Combined Service at 9:30am followed by the Annual
Meeting
21st -23rd: Diocesan Council in Reston, Va

Get in touch with us…
Our Interim Rector:
Rev. Jeanie 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetrector@verizon.net.
Our Parish Administrator:
Rita 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetadmin@verizon.net
Vestry Member of the Month: Barbara Gay 703-971-4733
Prayer Chain Requests should be placed with Therese Chaplin at 703-969-7159
or prayers@olivetepiscopalchurch.org

www.olivetepiscopalchurch.org

