December 6, 2015

The December Word

The Rector’s Corner
Luke 1:13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah…Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.”
Luke 1:30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God.”
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Matt. 1:20 …an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife…”
Luke 2:10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:

“Do not be afraid!” It seems ironic that our Advent scriptures
resonate with these words now, in the waning days of 2015 as
bullets sow terror around the world. With immediate and vivid
images bombarding us on TV it is hard NOT to be afraid. We forget that the people who first heard these words were living in
even more dangerous times.
“Do not be afraid.” The angel said to Zechariah, an aging father,
whose only son would be beheaded by a self-indulgent puppetking.
“Do not be afraid.” The angel said to Mary, a mother-to-be, who
would see her child die in agony.
“Do not be afraid.” The angel said to Joseph, a father, whose
family would become refugees in Egypt, chased across a desert
by a ruler who didn’t care how many babies he had to murder in
order to make sure their baby was killed.
It is ironic that God would tell these people not to fear.
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How can this be? Mary asks the angel. Perhaps she is not asking
how can a virgin become pregnant. Perhaps she is asking how
can she NOT be afraid. How can she not fear, when the law says
she can be stoned to death for adultery once everyone can see
that she violated her betrothal to Joseph?

Church Office
Hours:

“Do not be afraid.” These words become scripture and resonate
across time and space, speaking just as emphatically to us today
as when they were first spoken.

10:00am –2:00
pm

It is hard not to be afraid that Paris will come to Washington. After all, it only takes one angry person….
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It is hard not to be afraid when the world is becoming more and
more volatile. It is hard not to become hyper-vigilant, seeking
the one alien face that wants to destroy our world. How can this
be--how can we not fear the stranger in our midst?
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Continued on the next page

Last week, while visiting family for Thanksgiving, I was reminded that terror does
not always wear the face of a stranger. Oklahoma City is not a big tourist mecca.
Really, the only tourist attraction there, is the National Memorial to the deadliest
domestic-based terrorist attack in the history of the United States: the site of the
Edward R Murrah Federal Building where Timothy McVeigh murdered 168 people including 19 babies and children who had been dropped off that morning at the building’s day care center. On April 19, 1995, terror wore the face of a U.S. Army veteran with blue-eyes and light brown hair. On that day, terror wore a t-shirt bearing
the words: Sic Semper Tyrannis, the words on the Seal of our own Commonwealth of
Virginia.
...But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.”
Whether it is an Emperor, a king, the kid next
door, the alien in our midst, or all of the above,
these words resonate across the centuries. They
remind us that fear blinds us. Fear deafens us to
the voice of God. Fear immobilizes us. Yes.
There is evil. But there is also good.
“April 19, 1995, altered the face of Oklahoma –
and the nation – forever. But rather than bow to
fear as the attackers intended, the community
banded together. Cars became ambulances.
Strangers became neighbors. People literally donated the shoes off their
feet.” (Quote from the Oklahoma City National Memorial website)
The angel said to [Mary], “Do not be afraid,” And Mary replied, “Let it be according you your will.” Even in the face of terrifying consequences, Mary chose to participate in God’s redeeming work. She chose to live in hope rather than in fear.
“Do not be afraid.” The angels’ words remind each of us that fear is not the only
response to terrifying events. We too can choose how we will respond. Like Mary,
we too can choose to be bearers of hope.
Jeanie+

Prayer Shawls and Prayer Chain at Olivet
The Prayer Shawl Ministry at Olivet recently delivered a prayer shawl to Josephine Tucker, mother of former parishioner Trish Stiles. The family lost
Philip Tucker, Josephine's husband, to cancer. Mrs. Tucker sent a thank
you note to Olivet saying, "it is so very special to have it when I feel chilly to
remember my loving husband."
Do you know someone going through a difficult time and could use the comfort of a prayer shawl? Please contact Rev’d Jeanie
at olivetrector@verizon.net.

SERVERS FOR DECEMBER

SERVERS FOR DECEMBER

6 DECEMBER

24 DECEMBER

8AM SERVICE

7 PM SERVICE

LEM/ACOLYTE

Barbara Leigh

LEM/ACOLYTE

Scott Caulkins

LECTOR

Rebecca Hastings

USHER/GREETER

Whipkey family

USHER/GREETER

Robert Hastings
1100 SERVICE

1030 SERVICE
LEM/

Kevin Chaplin

ACOLYTE
LECTOR

Scott Caulkins

USHER/GREETER

Maurice Brown

COFFEE PREP

Ann Caulkins

TELLERS

Jeff Underwood/Maurice Brown

LEM

NEED VOLUNTEER

ACOLYTE

NEED VOLUNTEER

LECTOR

Susan Press

USHER/GREETER

NEED VOLUNTEER

25 DECEMBER

1100
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8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

Barbara Leigh

LECTOR

Lisa Sokol
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Robert Hastings

LEM/ACOLYTE

Rev Martinez=Jantz

LECTOR

Rebecca Hastings

USHER/GREETER

Robert Hastings

27 DECEMBER

1030 SERVICE
1030 SERVICE

LEM/

Scott Caulkins

LEM

Therese Chaplin

ACOLYTE

ACOLYTE

Tara Whipkey

LECTOR

Barbara Gay

LECTOR

Barbara Gay

USHER/GREETER

Maurice Brown

USHER/GREETER

Whipkey family

COFFEE PREP

Ann Caulkins

COFFEE PREP

Barbara Gay

TELLERS

Jeff Underwood/Diane Spittle

TELLERS

Jim Walton/Diane Spittle

20 DECEMBER

ALTAR GUILD FOR
DECEMBER

8AM SERVICE
LEM/ACOLYTE

Jeff Underwood

6 Dec: Ann Caulkins

LECTOR

Susan Press

13 Dec: Susan Press

USHER/GREETER

Robert Hastings

20 Dec: Valerie Carney
27 Dec: Barbara Gay

1030 SERVICE
LEM
ACOLYTE

Therese Chaplin

LECTOR

John Sanderson

USHER/GREETER

John Sanderson

COFFEE PREP

Barbara Gay

TELLERS

Jim Walton/Jeff Underwood

PLEASE NOTE:
If you are unable to fulfill your obligation on
the scheduled date, please secure your own
substitute. This is especially important for
tellers.

SUNDAY MORNINGS and Beyond
Bishop Susan is
Coming!
Mark you calendars for
January 10th @ 10:30 am!

Adult Forums in December
will be an e eclectic mix of fun, information and exploration. On
December 6th we will have a final report from the Transition Team,
and find out what steps are next as the Search Committee gets going.
Grace Inside will be visiting with us for the 2nd Sunday outreach on
December 13th.. What is Grace Inside? It is a chaplain ministry for
Virginia’s prison populations. See page 14 of this newsletter to find
out more.
December 20th is Mary Sunday—the 4th Sunday of Advent, when
we read the Magnificat. Our adult class will focus on Mary in
scripture and legend. What is the difference between how Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, and Protestants view the mother of Our
Lord?
There will be no Sunday School for children or adults on Dec. 27th.
And looking ahead to January, start planning now for a Three Kings
Re-Gifting party on Sunday, January 3rd between the 8 am and
10:30 am services.

The Sunday School
Olivet’s Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the large classroom
on the third floor. The Sunday School is looking forward to the
start of Advent on Sunday, November 29. On that day, we will
have set up the Christmas Tree in the Simpson Room for the
Christmas Wishes program at Koinonia. Olivet parishioners are
invited to take a tag or two off the Christmas tree and bring back
an unwrapped gift from the list of suggestions on the tag. Please
bring back gifts and place under the Christmas Tree by Sunday,
December 13.
During Advent the Sunday School will be practicing music for the
Christmas Eve play with Libby and also learning about the Jesse
Tree tradition. The children will be performing a skit about the
Jesse tree during the services on Sunday, December 20 and also
at the Noon Service on Wednesday, December 23. We hope you
will be in attendance at one of these services to hear from the Olivet Sunday School children.

Need a Nutcracker?
If seeing the Nutcracker Ballet is one of your holiday
traditions, and you haven’t found a performance yet,
Olivet’s own Tara Whipkey is dancing 3 different
parts in the Virginia Ballet Company’s performances
held at the Annandale campus of Northern Virginia
Community College. The Sunday School is going as
a group on Monday, December 28th at the 2:00 pm
performance. Tickets are $30 and can be purchased
at: http://virginiaballetcompany.org/performances/?p
id=140824104101

OLIVET NEWS!
23.5.5 lbs of Food was
donated to Koinonia for
the month of
November!

Prayer Chain
Ministry
members pray for the
needs of Olivet and the
surrounding community on a regular
basis.
Prayer requests are
normally sent to the
group via email, but if
you don't have internet access, don't let
that stop you from
joining the prayer
chain. We would love
to have new members! The only requirement is a commitment to pray regularly for those on the
prayer list. For more
information, please
contact Therese at
703-969-7159.

Attention Stocking
Stuffers!
The Stockings have been stuffed!
We will NOT meet on Dec 6th,
after the 10:30 service to finish
the task.
A big Thank You to all
who contributed to the little
surprises! The stockings will be
delivered to Koinonia with the
toys for the Christmas Wishes
campaign.

PREPARE YE!
Fellowship after services
and for upcoming events
like the Bishop’s Visit and
Annual Meeting will be
challenging once construction begins. Everyone’s
help will be needed decorating, seting-up, preparing food, and cleaning up
for the service and reception on January 10th.
Please reach out to Diane
Spittle, letting her know
what you can do. You can
reach her at 703-360-7462
or stchrgirl@yahoo.com.

Interested in seeing the annual creche exhibit at the Washington National Cathedral
during the twelve days of Christmas? How
about joining other Olivet members on Sunday, January 3 for lunch in Chinatown and
then exploring the Cathedral's exhibit of creches from all over the world. We will carpool
after the 10:30 service that Sunday. Please
contact Therese at 703-969-7159 if interested. The annual exhibition of nativity
scenes from around the world runs
from NOVEMBER 23, 2015–JANUARY
19, 2016. This year’s exhibition is entitled
“The Wondrous Gift is Given

COFFEE HOUR
SERVERS/CONTRIBUTERS
NEEDED!
As you know, we have a coffee hour
every Sunday after the 1030 service. We currently have only 2 volunteers to provide snacks. A sign up sheet will be on
the table in the Simpson room if you would like to
contribute snacks. Questions can be directed to
Diane Spittle at stchrgirl@yahoo.com.

OLIVET NEWS!
CONCERT OUTING!!
The Virginia Bronze Community Handbell Ensemble is having a concert on
Sunday, December 13 at 4
pm at the George Washington Masonic Memorial
in Alexandria. This very
talented handbell choir
will be playing holiday
classics. Interested in carpooling with other Olivet
members to a fun, preChristmas outing? We'll
leave from Olivet at 3:15
pm. The concert is about
an hour and a half, and
tickets are $10 (adults), $8
(seniors), $5 (students) and
$20 (family). We will purchase tickets at the
door. Delicious holiday
goodies are also being
served after the concert. Questions? Contact
Therese at 703-969-7159.

Christmas
Wishes
Olivet is participating
in Koinonia's Christmas Wishes program,
which provides Christmas gifts to client
families being served
by Koinonia. The Sunday School has a
Christmas tree set up
in the Simpson Room.
You are invited to take
a tag or two off the
tree, and bring back a
gift from the list of
suggested items on
each tag. Please
bring the gifts back to
Olivet unwrapped. Donations
of wrapping supplies
(giftwrap, tape, ribbons) are also appreciated. Gifts are due
back to Olivet by Sunday, December 13, or
you can drop them off
at the Koinonia office
during the week.

Prepare Ye The
Way of the Lord
I love musical theater, and my very favorite musical is Stephen Schwartz's show
Godspell. I like the 1973 movie just as
much as I do the stage version. If you've
never seen it, here's how it starts. Picture the 1970's in New
York City. You've got people... lots of people... bellbottoms,
men with long hair, wild and crazy colors, afros... just about
every thing that's iconic to the 1970's and it's there. And then
a guy who's dressed all funny (even for the '70's) comes
marching across the bridge into Manhattan with a shofar (a
wind instrument made from a ram's horn) and a wheelbarrow singing, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord!”
Some people ignore him. A lot of people ignore him. After all,
this is NYC and there have always been a lot of crazy people
in Manhattan. But some people hear him. Some people notice. Everyday people. A cab driver, a dancer, an aspiring actress, a guy pushing racks of clothes in the garment district...
These people hear the song. They hear, “Prepare ye the way
of the Lord,” and they want to know more. They start to follow this guy, never mind how strange he looks, never mind
that he came from who knows where, walking over the
bridge into Manhattan. They hear the message and they just
follow him.
I like to believe it was the song that made them follow. If you
haven't heard it, I'd highly recommend you go on iTunes or
Spotify and listen to the 1970's soundtrack. It's such a simple
song that it doesn't even need instrumental accompaniment.
It's the kind of song that you hear someone singing and it

squash. And this... THIS is Advent. We know that this Savior, this Lord is coming... or at least this one person says so.
And other people believe him, so maybe I should, too. And
the everyday people of New York follow. And together, we
all anticipate. We anticipate something great is coming.
And in this vein, for Advent we are stripping back the music
to something simpler. We are going to sing our songs of anticipation, knowing that something wonderful is coming. We
are going to be straightforward and clear with our message
so that everyone can hear and everyone can follow. We are
saving our exultation for Christmas when our Savior has arrived. For now, we will sing simply, “Prepare ye the way of
the Lord.”
Blessings,
Libby Wiebel
Interim Music Minister

Ring in the Season!!!
Every Sunday in Advent we will open our service with "Oh Come Oh Come Emmanuel" accompanied by bells. Adults and children grade
2 and up are invited to join in the ringing for
any or all of the Sundays. We will practice the
piece after services on November 29 and December 6and 13. Even if you've never rung
bells before, you will catch on to the bell part
and can contribute to our Advent services in a
special way.

Sing-Along with George (Friedrich Handel)!
Sunday, December 13, VTS is hosting a sing-a-long of Handel's Messiah. If you'd like to attend this 3pm event, contact Libby, and we can
carpool from the church and share scores. The event includes soloists
and orchestral accompaniment from the Washington Philharmonic. A
number of local choruses will help lead the music, too, so even if you're
not completely comfortable with all the music, you will be able to join in
the singing.

OPERATION
ELEVATOR
PRAYER

Most gracious God, you have blessed us with the land and
buildings which we use as a parish family in worship, fellowship,
study and in service to our community. Guide us, we pray, as we
endeavor, through our elevator project, to make Olivet Church a
safe, convenient and more accessible place for all.
Grant, we beseech thee, the spirit of wisdom, foresight and
justice to the government officials who review our plans and issue
permits. May the architects, engineers, builders and all who are a
part of this project labor in safety and well-being. Open the eyes
and hearts of our Clergy, Vestry and church family to your presence, and help us to make wise decisions and to take right actions
as we seek to bring this project to a successful completion.
We pray that all we undertake will be in accordance with your
will, O God, and we humbly ask these things in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dear Olivet Family,
Great news! We finally have site plan approval from Fairfax
County for our elevator addition!!! We have a few fees to pay
and a
few more minor hurdles to jump but expect to have our building
permit in the next few weeks to break ground shortly thereafter.
It is the builder’s hope to get the foundation finished before the
really cold weather sets in.
To prepare for this long awaited event, we have a lot of clean
up
and clean out of the rooms that will be impacted by the
construction. Considering our small and aging congregation,
we
are in desperate need of muscle to prepare for breaking ground.
To further prepare for this exciting event, there will still be a lot
of indoor clear out work that will need to be done. We urge
you to donate as little or a much time as your schedule will permit. If you can help, please contact the Church office at 703
-971-4733, and indicate which days and times you might be
available. All of this work will need to be completed before
Thanksgiving.
We will very much appreciate, and look forward to your help in
seeing Olivet’s Elevator Project to completion.
Thank you,
The Vestry

December 13th Is Outreach Sunday
This month our 2nd Sunday Guests will be
from

Grace Inside
Our Mission: To provide full-time chaplains in all of
Virginia’s state adult and juvenile prison facilities.

30,000
men and women are incarcerated in Virginia today.
Virginia’s state prisons hold the equivalent of the student population of Virginia Tech.
30,000 is also the combined total of the population in West
Point, Chincoteague, Tappahanock and King and Queen
County.
90%
of all imprisoned persons will be released back into society as returning citizens. Grace Iside changes lives.
Through relationships Grace Inside’s chaplains share
light in a dark place, safe passage through the storm and
guidance for the journey home.

$25,000
is the average cost to house an offender for one year. $25,000
gives a GraceInside chaplain 26 hours/week per year to
bring Jesus Christ to the Commonwealth’s incarcerated.

What is a chaplain?
Chaplains are specially trained clergy qualified to serve in an institutional setting such as a
hospital, school, the military and prisons. Serving in this particular environment often requires additional clinical training and particular credentials. Full-time chaplaincy requires a
Master of Divinity, a minimum of one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education, or equivalent, ordination and denominational endorsement.

Calendar of Events
December
24: Christmas Eve Services in the Chapel.
7:00 pm Main Parish Service
11:00 pm Quiet Midnight Service
25: Christmas Day service
10:00 am
27: Christmas Lessons & Carols with
Communion. No 8:00 am service!!
only one service at 10:30am

January
3: Celebrate Epiphany
10:Bishop Susan at 10:30am service
31st Combined Service at 9:30am followed by
the Annual Meeting
21st -23rd: Diocesan Council in Reston, Va

Koinonia Pantry Needs
December 2015
Eggs

Coffee

Milk

Flour

Dried

Beans

Mayonnaise

Cooking Oil

Dried Beans
Mr. Clean,
Dishwasher

Comet,
Etc.
Detergent

Hot Dogs
Fresh Fruit/Vegetables
Dollar Tree and Grocery Store Gift Cards
Tips for Healthy Food Donations
• Limit foods high in fat and sugar • Consider making half your donation in fruits
and vegetables (canned, frozen or fresh) •
Look for foods with low or reduced sodium
Koinonia Foundation United Way #8283 and CFC #19446

Get in touch with us…
Our Interim Rector:
Rev. Jeanie 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetrector@verizon.net.
Our Parish Administrator:
Rita 703-971-4733 (parish office);
olivetadmin@verizon.net

Vestry Member of the Month: Barbara
Gay 703-971-4733
Prayer Chain Requests should be placed
with Therese Chaplin at 703-969-7159 or
prayers@olivetepiscopalchurch.org

